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"Truth" flickr photo by blakespot https://flickr.com/photos/blakespot/24375433444 shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license



"Truth" flickr photo by blakespot https://flickr.com/photos/blakespot/24375433444 shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license



The Spirit of truth, will 
guide you to all truth.

John 16:13

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016%3A12%2D14&version=NABRE


Are there 
different kinds of 
truth?

• What does this image

    suggest?

True True

Truth



What ‘truth’ will 
the police  hear?

"A
fterm

ath
 o

f C
ar C

rash
 o

n
 R

an
d

o
lp

h
 at M

ich
igan

, Jan
u

ary 2
1

, 2
0

1
5

" flickr p
h

o
to

 
b

y d
an

xo
n

eil h
ttp

s://flickr.co
m

/p
h

o
to

s/ju
ggern

au
tco

/1
6

3
1

0
5

3
9

7
7

6
 sh

ared
 

u
n

d
er a C

reative C
o

m
m

o
n

s (B
Y) licen

se



One of the biggest 
questions that 
people have asked 
over time is –
 What is truth?

"Fake news under magnifying glass" flickr photo by wuestenigel 
https://flickr.com/photos/30478819@N08/44284471670 shared under a Creative 

Commons (BY) license



We can look 
for truth is 
many 
different 
places.

What does 
this mean?

Looking 
for 

Truth

"Magnifying Glass" flickr photo by The Roaming Picture Taker https://flickr.com/photos/eamoncurry/14385580390 shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license



One place that people look for  
‘truth’ is in the Bible. 

"Open Bible" flickr photo by DrGBB https://flickr.com/photos/drgbb/42088985311 shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license



What type of 
‘truth’ is in 
the Bible?



There are different types of ‘truths’ 
in the bible.

"In the Beginning..." flickr photo by chadsnhiggins https://flickr.com/photos/132520661@N07/16516063783 shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license



Religious Truth

• The Bible records stories 
and ideas about God’s 
relationship with people.

• The Bible records many 
ideas about God.

Moses and the Ten Commandments.  Painting by James Tissot. Public 
Domain. Shared under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license 
by FreeBibleimages.org  



Moral Truth

• For Christians, laws and 
rules in the Bible help 
to form their 
conscience

Do not steal 
anything or cheat 
anyone, and don't 

fail to pay your 
workers.

Leviticus 19:13

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=%20Leviticus%2019%3A1-3%2C%209-18&version=NRSVCE;CEV


Wise Truth

• The Bible, contains wise 
truths about life. There is 
even a book in the Bible 
called the book of 
Wisdom!

"Proverbs 18:15" flickr photo by mrsdkrebs https://flickr.com/photos/mrsdkrebs/16407898563 shared under a 
Creative Commons (BY) license



Symbolic 
Truth

•Most truth in the 
Bible is told in 
symbols, parables, 
myths, poetry, 
simile and 
metaphor.

"Jesus the light" flickr photo by Donspic https://flickr.com/photos/31195063@N00/15969085601 shared under a 
Creative Commons (BY) license



Historical Truth?

• The Bible tells stories of 
Hebrew people, from about 
2000 BCE to 100 CE

• Much of this history was 
passed down orally for many 
generations (up to 2000 years!) 
before it was written down.  

Pharaoh Notes the Importance of the Jewish People. Painting by 
James Tissot. Public Domain. Shared under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 Unported license by FreeBibleimages.org  



• Historical truth (The event took place and is recorded by multiple 
primary and secondary sources e.g. First World War.)

• Scientific truth (Something has been proven multiple times using 
scientific methods.)

• Factual truth (A fact you know to be true e.g. I lost my phone and 
found it again 10 hours later.)

• Religious truth (Statements that reveal truth about God for 
believers.)

What is the difference between?



What is the intention of the author?

Genesis 2:4-25

New American Bible (Revised Edition)

I. The Story of the Nations

The Garden of Eden. 4 This is the story[a] of the heavens and the earth 
at their creation. When the LORD God made the earth and the 
heavens…

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A4-25&version=CEV;NABRE#fen-NABRE-35a


In pairs choose one of the stories …
Genesis 1:1-2:3 CEV - The Story of Creation -In the beginning - Bible Gateway

Genesis 2:4-25 CEV - That's how God created the heavens - Bible Gateway 

Genesis 3:1-24 CEV - The First Sin - The snake was sneakier - Bible Gateway
Identify any:

• Historical truth 

• Scientific truth 

• Factual truth 

• Religious truth 

In pairs, copy and paste one of the texts into a word document.  Using the 

colours above, highlight the different types of truth in this text. Discuss as a 

class.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2%3A3&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%202%3A4-25&version=CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A1-24&version=CEV
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